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The theme of this contribution is "Cyril and Methodius and Sedmipočetníci". First of all, who these saints, "Sedmipočetníci", are. This expression, especially in Slavonic churches, denotes saint brothers from Solun, Cyril and Methodius and their five most famous disciples and co-workers – Gorazd, Kliment, Sáva, Naum and Angelár. There were many more Cyrillo-Methodian disciples but history has left for us only the names of these five in written sources. For the designation of those five disciples the name "saint disciples Pětipočetníci (five in number)" is used. Thus, a pregnant name of this contribution would sound like this, "Saints Cyril and Methodius and Pětipočetníci" or "Saints Cyril and Methodius and other Sedmipočetníci".


The period of time, which we are going to talk about within our topic, is the second half of the ninth century and the beginning of the tenth century, i.e. approximately three decades after the year 885. However, first let us do a short excursus before the year 885, so that we would obtain necessary continuity. Let us recall that this is a period of still undivided Church in the way we perceive it now. At that time, Roman popes were considered, with a few exceptions, Orthodox and Eastern Churches were considered to be Catholic – that is universal, general. At the beginning of the 860s, holy Great Moravian Prince Rostislav first asks the Roman pope and consequently the Stambul patriarch to send missionaries to Moravia, who would be able to teach God's law to the nation in a language they could understand. Patriarch Fotios and Byzantine Emperor Michal III granted that request and a mission group, led by Saints Cyril and Methodius, comes to Moravia in 863. In a relatively very short period of time of about four years they had finished translations of fundamental sacral texts, they had taught a sufficient number of disciples and in 867 they set out on a journey to Stambul, so that they would let these disciples be ordained as priests and other clergy. In Venice, they learn about the revolution in Stambul. Emperor Michal is murdered, Patriarch Fotios brought down. The more eagerly they accept the invitation of Pope Nicholas I and leave for Rome. In Rome, Nicholas' successor Hadrian II approves their Slavonic liturgical books and lets them ordain some disciples. Saint Cyril dies in Rome on 14th February 869 as a monk in a Greek monastery. His relics are deposited in the church of Saint Clement. Methodius is then sent by the pope as an archbishop with the seat in Sirmio (present Sremska Mitrovica in Serbia) and as a papal legate for Slavonic countries back to Moravia. On his journey he is captured by Frank bishops and imprisoned for two years and a half. Thanks to the help provided by Kocel, Prince from Blatny, he was liberated after a direct intervention of the pope. At that time, Moravia is already under the government of the nephew of Prince Rastislav, Svatopluk, who was captured by the Franks and sentenced by Ludvík Němec (and, after all, he was probably tortured to death – nothing more is known about his fate). He gives all Moravian churches to Methodius and Methodius assumes the role of a church administrator. Even though it was Prince Rostislav who wanted to establish an independent ecclesiastic organization in Moravia, it was achieved only by Svatopluk, as it follows also from the content of Pope John VIII's encyclical letter "INDUSTRIAE TUE" from 880. 


The missionary work of the saint brothers and their co-workers had, from its very beginning, not only their supporters but also adversaries. Frank bishops claimed their rights in the land of Moravia and the emerging independent church administration was completely against their will. An important position among the opponents was held by a later Methodius' suffragan bishop Wiching from Nitra, who was also ordained by the pope.


In 884, Archbishop Methodius withdraws into seclusion and there, in a short period of time, with help of two fast writing assistants, he finishes translations of the Books of the Sacred Scripture, with the exception of the Book of Maccabees. Shortly before his death, in presence of his co-workers and princes, he appoints his successor, an orthodox man named Gorazd, who was educated both in Greek and Latin books, and probably came from the class of lower nobility. On 6th April 885, Saint Methodius dies. The funeral ceremonies take place in the Greek, Latin and Slavonic languages. He is buried "in the great church of Moravia, on the left side behind the altar of Saint God-bearer", as we can read in his Biography. This localization has presented many difficulties for many researchers till this very day. The final place of the deposit of the relics of the saint has remained undisclosed. However, that is a theme for a different lecture.

After the death of Methodius, the opposition led by Wiching, escalated its resistance against the Slavonic clergy and a final clash takes place, which goes all the way up to the throne of ruler Svatopluk. He is asked to solve the conflict. However, Svatopluk is not educated in theological or ecclesiastic issues. His personal life we could hardly call ascetic. During his lifetime Methodius reprimanded him for his lack of moderation. Thus, we cannot assume that he was inclined to support Methodius' clergy. He decides the conflict under rather strange circumstances in favor of Wiching's side. The subsequent development of events is dramatic. The Cyrillo-Methodian clergy, disciples, co-workers and supporters are arrested and imprisoned. Many of them are sold into slavery. The original traces of the Byzantine mission are liquidated. These days, our history, archaeology, linguistics and other branches of science can offer to us only a fragment of the Cyrillo-Methodian work and more or less probable interpretation of its artifacts. It seems that the unprecedently successful and flourishing work of the saint brothers is blown up and almost disposed of.


Now, we are coming to the core of our topic. What were the other fates of saint Pětipočetníci?


Saint Gorazd, the only one among them of Moravian origin, did not stay long in the position of Methodius' successor at the Moravian bishop's throne. Before he could leave for Rome to prove his orthodoxy there, he was brought down by a wave of a revolution, like his fellow-workers. About his other fate we know only very little. Modest notes compete with one another. Simply, we can proceed from three basic theses. The first of them says that when the renewal of the independent church took place in Moravia by the end of the ninth century, papal legates (archbishop John and bishops Benedict and Daniel) ordained saint Gorazd a Moravian bishop. In that case, Gorazd would have worked as a bishop in the Moravian church for some period of time after all (the Moravian church had four dioceses). According to the second thesis, Gorazd left for the north to the region of Krakow. That could perhaps be testified to by a trace in one of the medieval calendars from the 14th century, where the name of Gorazd is, together with others, listed. The third, perhaps the most likely thesis, says that after our "Pětipočetníci" were, under strange circumstances (by that a sudden earthquake is meant) released from the prison, he was along with them driven towards the Danube in winter 885/886. They were running away naked, they had to hide. They succeeded to cross the Danube and they reached Belgrade, where they were taken care of by the leader of the fortress of Boritakan (Voritakan). He sent them to Tsar Boris, who welcomed "Pětipočetníci" cordially. It was because like Rostislav in Moravia also Boris wanted to establish an independent church organization in his empire and he knew that he needed local educated clergy to achieve that goal. However, somewhere on their way the brothers probably had split. According to some notes, Gorazd then, for a short time, worked in Ohrid in the present day Macedonia. Thus even before Saint Kliment, to whom we will get later. However, interesting traces can be found in the present day Albania which was at that time part of the Bulgarian empire. According to some sources, Gorazd in the end worked in Glavenica, which is located by some researchers to the territory of the present city of Ballsh. There, in accordance with this third thesis, Gorazd was also buried. Later, it is said that his relics were relocated to Belgrad, today's Berat, by the monks from the local monastery in fear of the Turks. In the cathedral church of the Death of the Most Holy God-Bearer in Berat we can see an icon of saints "Sedmipočetníci" two of whom lie in front of the others on a bank of a river and the inscription on the icon says that these two dwell in the wall of the fortress of Berat. The two are, in accordance with a later tradition, martyred - Saints Gorazd and Angelár. However, in accordance with some notes, Angelár dies soon due to consequences of his sufferings on his journey into exile. Together with Gorazd also Saint Sava works in the territory of Glavenica. We do not have almost any other historical data available about him. 


Much richer material remained well preserved about the last two disciples, Saint Kliment and Saint Naum. Saint Kliment was of Bulgarian descent, or better to say from Macedonia (the territory of the present day Macedonia  was also part of the Bulgarian empire). That is why, paradoxically, he was happy to be sent to exile there because he was returning home. First, he worked in the centers of the Bulgarian empire called Plisca and Preslav. Bulgarian tsar Boris, who adopted the name of Michal during his baptism (according to his Godfather, Byzantine tsar Michal III) asked him to work as a teacher. Kliment was a very capable man, educated in literature and also talented in arts. During a short period of time he is said to have trained 3,500 disciples whom then, by groups of approximately 300, he sent out to the twelve regions he was in charge of. Kliment continued his literary activities which he began with the Solun brothers in Great Moravia. In accordance with some theories he could be the author of the lives of Saint Constantine - Cyril and Saint Methodius (according to others, the author of Methodius' biography was Saint Gorazd). Boris' successor, his son Simeon, then appointed Kliment a bishop and put him in charge of church administration. In the teaching ministry, Kliment was replaced by Saint Naum. He built a monastery with a church of saint archangels on the banks of the Ochrid lake (in the present day Macedonia), where he was also buried after his death in 910. Kliment settled down in his monastery in Ohrid, and that is why he is also called Ohridean. After the death of his brother Naum, he had been working in church administration for six more years and on 27th July 916 (in accordance with the old Julian calendar) he died. He was buried in his church. Later, his relics were relocated to the church of the Most Holy God-Bearer Perivlepta in Ohrid because of fear of desecration. Later, the Turks made a mosque out of Kliment's church. A few years ago, there was again a church built on the site of the mosque. It was consecrated to Saint Kliment and Saint Pantelejmon and the relics of Saint Kliment were again relocated there. 
Thus, at least a few brief notes on the great  - and here, in our country, in my opinion yet underestimated - personalities of the saint disciples "Sedmipočetníci". Now, I will try to underscore their importance and the importance of their work from perhaps an unexpected point of view.

Each individual has his or her parents and we, Christians, know that we are supposed to hold these parents in honor, so that our life could be peaceful and long. Thus we are taught by one of the Ten Commandments. Every good parent tries to provide his or her children with the best things for their content and happy life. From our experience we know that those who have dishonored their parents, or those who have even held out their arm against them, have, consequently, big problems in their lives. Even whole Christian nations have their parents. Not biological ones but in the spiritual sense. That, which holds true to individual Christians, as has been just said, relates also to nations. Also nations, if they want to experience a satisfying and well-rounded development, should hold their spiritual parents in honor. Our nation or, better to say, our nations also have their spiritual parents, that is saint disciples "Sedmipočetníci". We know that already before their arrival to Moravia there were missionaries both from Greece and from Italy, even from Germany (from the viewpoint of the present arrangement of Europe), but the intensity, greatness, extent, depth and scope of their relatively short mission, which did not last even a quarter of a century, leads us to note that they were gifted with extraordinary God's blessings and that, unlike some of their predecessors, they had the right key to the hearts of Moravians of that time. Here, these holy fathers laid deep foundations of our culture, education and statehood, but - above all - indisputable spiritual foundations. At that time, we were rightly proud of our status in face of the leading and the most cultured nations of Europe. On these foundations we are standing even today, even though many of us are not aware of that any longer; even though that many of us have forgotten not only those foundations but also those who laid them with many sacrifices and with great effort and with great love. The Scriptures, through the mouth of Saint Paul, say that nobody can lay any foundation but the one that has already been laid. If our forefathers here in Moravia allowed or, at least through their nobility, they even took part in the harsh driving off of the saint disciples "Pětipočetníci", who were our spiritual parents, and in liquidation of their immense work, then, doubtlessly, it is a reason for a deep penance for our nation. However, that is not possible without getting to know and understanding the blessing which was given to us through saint disciples "Sedmipočetníci". Unfortunately, these days, many people do not know anything about these spiritual parents of ours. Many have not even heard their names once. Many do not even feel that they are standing on the foundations dug and built by them. A nation which has forgotten its parents, which has forgotten what it is standing on and where it has its roots, is losing its identity, losing its orientation, losing its self-reliance and healthy self-esteem. Notions like loyalty and patriotism have become ridiculous to it. It is becoming an easy prey to those who seek power. Briefly, such a nation does not know from where and where it is going, and that is why it chooses superficial and short-term goals, once to the right and once to the left. These days, these symptoms are visible also in our nation. Healing is surely possible and it is also desirable. However, it requires of us to come back to ourselves, so that we would not build more and more floors of our building in such a way that does not correspond to the foundation laid. It is understandable that such a building is then labile and is threatened by a fall. Thus, it is necessary to discover the foundation once again; the foundation that was laid by saint disciples "Sedmipočetníci"; to restore reverence for them as for our spiritual parents. The upcoming 1150th anniversary of the arrival of saint disciples "Sedmipočetníci" to Moravia is a very good, suitable impulse and this conference and the inclusion of this topic into its frame is, it seems, a sign that better times are coming. 


Our country, along with other European nations, takes part in the project of the unified Europe. Especially events of the last years indicate that this unification is hardly feasible based on economic-political principles only. If that should succeed, the whole Europe, in my opinion, should come back to itself and to put itself on its own foundations. Let us remember that Europe has two dimensions: the Western-Eastern one, which even we have been dealing with in the most intense way by now, but also the Northern-Southern one, which is, as it seems, still rather neglected. I think that the project called "European Cultural Path of Saints Cyril and Methodius", which is to be introduced here, is a great idea, the realization of which could support the above-mentioned Northern-Southern axis. Our forefathers were aware of it. Let us recall the "Amber path". That path brought not only development of business but also a stream of information and cultural exchanges. Nowadays, revitalization of the Cyrillo-Methodian path would, for sure, bring hardly anticipated possibilities of mutual cognizance of nations, whose apostles the saint disciples "Sedmipočetníci" or "Pětipočetníci" became, or in our case, spiritual parents. We must acknowledge that the image of these nations is, especially in our mass media, not complete, many times disfigured or even to a large extent conformed to geopolitical interests.

If we have said that the traces of the mission of the saint disciples "Sedmipočetníci" were, after their expulsion, liquidated in Moravia, then the expedition in the footsteps of our forefathers to the present day Serbia, Macedonia, Bulgaria, Albania provides some hope that there, in a some sort of a mirror, we will behold a reflection of that, which - with the care provided by these fathers - took roots and in such a promising way began to develop here in Moravia. It is possible to assume that in their new place they did not begin to realize something different, but that for sure they continued the work they had begun here as well. And the fruit of their efforts in this further stage has remained much better legible and clearer than it is in our country. That is, I think, an excellent opportunity for cooperation among historians, archaeologists, experts in the fields of church art, linguists, students and in the end also for a new direction of development of tourism. Thus, there, in the Balkan, we can see and learn about more than eleven centuries old reflection of our own spiritual and cultural face.


As a conclusion, I will take the liberty of quoting a short passage from the work of our leading scholar in Byzantine studies, Associate Professor Vavřínek, "If only the history of politics were taken into account, Great Moravia would remain only a tiny historical episode on the Eastern border of the Frank Empire, which would be mentioned in the historical pamphlets in only one or two sentences. What made it such a considerable and unfading historical phenomenon was the activity and cultural work of the Cyrillo-Methodian mission, which had such a long-reaching importance for cultural – and at many places also political – development of a large part of the Slavonic world for long centuries." (V. Vavřínek: "Velká Morava mezi Byzancí a latinským Západem" (Great Moravia between Byzantium and the Latin West", a historical study, 2001).

